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Roots of Resilience: Power from the Ground

ANNUAL CONGRESS 2025

Free State Agriculture’s 2025 Annual Congress will take place this
year on 6 & 7 August, in Bloemfontein.

“Our organisation’s strength and stability lies in our grassroots
structures and the active participation of these structures. True
resilience and effectiveness only come when these structures are
well organised and active”, says Francois Wilken, president of FSA.

This year’s Congress will therefore focus mainly on our ‘roots’ and
how we must position ourselves for the next 120 years.

The call for Congress will soon be sent to all farmers’ associations,
but in the meantime enquiries can be directed to
cynthia@vslandbou.co.za or elana@vslandbou.co.za

Agricultural Association of the Year 2025

We would like to encourage all agricultural associations to enter the 2025 Agricultural Association of the Year
competition.

Not only is there great prize money at stake, but agricultural associations also receive good exposure and recognition
for all the work that often goes unnoticed.

If you would like more information about the criteria, you can send an email to cynthia@vslandbou.co.za  
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In terms of the Stock Theft Act (Act 57 of 1959) all livestock that are being moved must:

1. Be branded or tattooed, in accordance with the Animal Identification Act (Act 6 of 2002)
2. The Section 6 (transfer of ownership) must be issued by the seller to the buyer
3. Section 8 (removal certificate) forms must be in the possession of the transporter if he is not the owner.
** A book with the necessary Section 6&8 forms in duplicate is available for purchase from the FSA office at R135.
Farmers whose livestock are registered on AIMS can have the Section 6&8 forms as well as the Health Certificate
automatically printed with the unique livestock numbers for the movement of livestock.

Additionally:
Biosecurity rules (APAC) in terms of the Department of Agriculture’s movement control measures originally
published in October 2022, and recently re-gazetted, are still in place. The health declaration is signed by the
owner and declares that his herd is free of any diseases.

If livestock is purchased, the owner must provide a declaration that the livestock will be isolated for 28 days. No
livestock may be sold within 28 days of purchase.

Livestock coming from/through a foot-and-mouth disease area must be accompanied by a veterinary certificate
and permit to move animals.

RURAL SAFETY

PSIRA amendments could harm the safety of farming communities

Free State Agriculture has made a submission to PSIRA on proposed amendments to the Private Security Industry,
which include strict restrictions on firearm use and mandatory annual mental and physical assessments for security
officers.

According to FSA, these amendments will have a negative impact on the functioning of private security services,
especially in rural areas where they play a critical role in securing farming communities. Crime in these areas is often
committed by armed gangs, and private security serves as an important support to the SAPS within the National
Rural Safety Strategy.

FSA has requested that the proposed amendments be withdrawn in their entirety as they are not practicable or well
thought out, will have a significant impact on safety in farming communities and could lead to an increase in violent
crime. Read more.

Legislation regarding the movement of livestock
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FSA met with Vodacom on 2 April 2025 to receive feedback on the survey on poor cellphone signals and network
problems, which was completed in March 2025. The feedback from Vodacom was as follows:

There are currently approximately 40 areas that still require attention – this represents less than 10% of the total
problem areas that have been addressed.
Upgrades to towers to improve signal strength and range are already 90% complete in the Free State.
Requests have been submitted for the construction of approximately 26 new towers in the Free State and
Northern Cape.
The staff at Vodacom’s call centre (082 135) receive ongoing training. Farmers are encouraged to continue to
report complaints and obtain a reference number. This reference number, together with a “pindrop”, can be sent
to Dr. Jack Armour of FSA.
A request has been made to Vodacom to make a WhatsApp reporting number available – they are currently
considering this.
Regarding border areas, ICASA and the Ministry of Communications will be formally requested to address the
signal problems there.

Farmer associations that are willing to assist Vodacom with additional security measures (such as cameras) are
encouraged to contact Mr. Hadley Goliath of Vodacom via hadley.goliath@vodacom.co.za
Farmer association safety representatives are requested to report any incidents of vandalism (such as theft of
batteries or cutting of copper cables) to their respective safety structures or to FSA’s Provincial Safey Group.

RURAL SAFETY (continued)
Cell phone tower vandalism & theft

Free State Agriculture is hosting a golf day on Friday, 18 July 2025 in aid of
rural safety, specifically training and the empowerment of farming
communities in the Free State.

LGV is offering Phase 1 and 2 training for farmers, their wives and children. In
March 2025, the Clocolan farming community was trained, and further
training dates for other areas will be determined. A special course has also
been developed for farm workers.

Farmer associations who wish to participate or book a 4-ball can contact
Elize Spence on 072 567 5629 or spence.elize@gmail.com 

Vrystaat Landbou golfdag vir veiligheid
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Dr Gerhard Verdoorn said at an event on 19 April at Sandstone Estate that all signs point to a major outbreak of
locusts this year. FSA is therefore requesting agricultural associations, especially in the Southern and South-
Western Free State, to get their locust representatives ready and forward their names to Cynthia Troost
(cynthia@vslandbou.co.za) at FSA or through the agricultural association reorganisation forms.

Dr Verdoorn urged farmers to use all agricultural chemicals strictly according to label. He was instrumental in
stopping the use of rare and strategically placed locust poisons for use on African armyworms and through
CropLife South Africa’s channels suggested better remedies that would not adversely affect the veld. According to
Dr Verdoorn, this year was the largest outbreak of African armyworms he had seen in his 30 years in the industry.
Fortunately, they do not survive the cold South African winters.

NATURAL RESOURCES

ESKOM has contracted new meter readers and in some locations
they have read / verified readings for the first time in years. In many
cases, ESKOM has underestimated monthly consumption in the
past, which is now leading to higher bills. Furthermore, the original
contract stipulates that the deposit with ESKOM must be equal to
three months of average bills. Due to higher consumption, this
deposit can also be adjusted. There is also a warning that these
amounts must be paid by the end of the month, otherwise ESKOM
may cut off the electricity.

Free State Agriculture discussed the matter with the regional
manager of ESKOM and it was agreed that a representative of a local
area or agricultural association could compile a list of all farmers
who have suddenly received high bills. This list should contain the
farmer’s name, account number and contact details, and be sent to
Mrs. Phumla November at NovembCP@eskom.co.za She will then
assist in making longer instalment arrangements directly with the
clients.  

High Eskom bills 

Migratory Pests: Locusts and Armyworms in the Free State

COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS
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With the February cases of foot-and-mouth disease in KwaZulu Natal, close to our borders, FSA clearly emphasised
the importance of the Free State as a foot-and-mouth disease free area for the export market to the MEC of
Agriculture as well as RMIS in a letter. The MEC stated in her budget speech that the state veterinarians are closely
monitoring the situation. FSA also met with RMIS on 17 April to implement a short-term plan through camera
monitoring. FSA takes note of the recent outbreak in the Krugersdorp area and makes a serious appeal to farmers
and groups of farmers via their agricultural associations to have their own biosecurity systems in place.

RESPONSIBILITY OF LIVESTOCK OWNERS (repeated from the letter of the Ministry of Agriculture 17 March): 
Section 11 of the Animal Diseases Act, 1984 (Act No. 35 of 1984), places a legal obligation on all animal owners and
farm managers to take all reasonable steps to prevent their animals from becoming infected and to prevent the
spread of diseases. Essential biosecurity measures include: 

Limiting or postponing the introduction of new animals onto farms. 
Only introducing animals from known, disease-free sources with a valid health declaration. 
Preventing direct contact between farm animals and those outside the farm. 
Maintaining secure farm boundaries and restricting access to livestock areas. 
Minimizing human and vehicle access to farms, with proper disinfection protocols in place. 

FSA relies on the RPO and RMIS to insist that the Auction Houses fulfil their biosecurity responsibilities in terms of
APAC. 

COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS (continued)
Foot-and-mouth disease

Just after the first outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) in the Free State in 2022, the Free State Agricultural
Congress gave the mandate to establish a traceability and stock theft system for the time being, in the absence of a
National Livestock Information and Traceability System (LITS). As a result, FSA also rolled out the AIMS system,
developed by Agri Eastern Cape, for the Free State with a unique numbering system for the ear tags that can be
ordered on the Free State AIMS website. FSA keeps AIMS data confidential and only with a valid enquiry about
traceability (disease control) or about a lost/suspected stolen animal, information is shared with the owner's
permission.

FSA was later approached by ID-Scan to add a further layer of identity to the AIMS system through the unique nose
print of a cattle. If ear tags have been removed, the nose print can still be used to identify the animal. ID-Scan is
currently in the process of making a series of videos on how the nose print can stand in court as proof of ownership.

FSA is currently in discussions with a biological company on how, by using the necessary traceability and health
regime, it can enter new foreign markets.

Traceability - new developments
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COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS (continued)
All roads lead to... 

Free State Agriculture handed over a memorandum on the condition of roads to MEC Mbalula on 27 February 2025 in
the presence of Vice-President Mashatile and Minister of Agriculture, Mr John Steenhuisen.

The report focused on the larger systemic issues within the department, such as:
General condition of paved (tar) roads
General condition of gravel roads (unpaved)
Collapse of rural PAO / Public Works infrastructure
Rural road testing stations closing / providing substandard service
Grievance schedules not being implemented
Scale and scope for re-gravelling of FS unpaved roads.
Replacement of broken water pipes, culverts and opening of waterways
CDP and EPWP contractors not getting the job done satisfactorily
Bridge repairs
Emergency repairs after floods
Status of the yellow fleet, government workshop and central procurement system
Staff restructuring and training of road graders and other yellow fleet operators
Vehicle damage claims statistics
Safety and security issues relating to roads: 

 Lesotho border road
Theft of fences along roads bordering commonages creates safety risk for road users
SAPD training: Animal Identification Act and transport of livestock.

Free State Agriculture demanded that feedback be provided within two months. 

The full memorandum is available for viewing here.
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Support our service providers and business partners

YOUNG FARMERS

The Young Farmer Committee of Free State Agriculture hosted a successful conference
in Bloemfontein on April 10. 

The “sheep shearing king” of South Africa, Tienie du Plessis, was one of the highlights
of the day. Check out his and Mr Francois Wilken’s touching messages on our YouTube
channel

2025 Young Farmer Conference

2025 Young Farmer of the Year finalists
Meet our 2025 Young Farmer of the Year finalists:

DJ Meades from Petrusburg
Junior Ferreira from Bethlehem
JW Dercksen from Hertzogville
Morné Kleynhans from Hertzogville, and
Tienie Prinsloo from Hoopstad

The winner will be announced on August 6 during the Congress Evening
function.

Check out each finalist’s introduction video on our YouTube channel

Wage returns
LABOUR

It is time again for the submission of Wage Returns (ROE) in respect of the Compensation Fund.

Stephan Pietersen provided information about the process along with documents that are available on the closed
section of our website under the ‘Labour’ tab.

F.l.t.r. is Junior Ferreira, Tienie Prinsloo, DJ
Meades, Morné Kleynhans and JW Dercksen.

Tienie du Plessis
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