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Roots of Resilience: Power from the ground up 

CONGRESS 2025

Free State Agriculture’s recent Congress featured two days of deep discussions, challenges and solutions. From roads
and farm safety to land reform, economic prospects and the role of young farmers.
The message is clear: farmers are the driving force of food security and sustainable growth.

Key points we take from the Congress are:
Collaboration, responsibility and involvement at local level are key.
Innovation and do-it-yourself solutions show the way forward.
Every farmer is a leader, every farm a source of hope.

It was also a privilege for Free State Agriculture to recognize excellence. Congratulations to the following individuals:
1) Young Farmer Regional Representative - Danielle de Kock (Hertzogville)
2) Regional Representative - André Janse van Rensburg (Bultfontein)
3) Agricultural Association of the Year - Steynsrus District Farmers Union
4) Young Farmer of the Year - Tienie Prinsloo (Hoopstad)
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Kliek op die foto om na ’n kort video van die kongres te kyk

https://web.facebook.com/VrystaatLandbou
https://www.instagram.com/vrystaatlandbou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_YIsrDLsClxkIbIXzxG_Iw/featured
https://www.linkedin.com/company/free-state-agriculture-vrystaat-landbou/
https://www.facebook.com/VrystaatLandbou
https://www.instagram.com/vrystaatlandbou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_YIsrDLsClxkIbIXzxG_Iw
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRecI0ypZtKRHxP9ILee47Qi7iFcVIP4n&si=z4ynYl7LgI8Pmjt-


The Free State Agriculture Rural Safety Committee is hosting safety workshops across the Free State from 20 August to
23 September 2025, in all five districts.
The workshops are based on the Safety Manual for Safety Representatives and Sector Leaders of Farmers’ Associations
and cover 31 topics, including:

Civil Arrests
General Safety Aspects
Checklists
Illegal Occupation of Agricultural Land

At the workshops, participants will receive the Safety Manual, as well as a Section 6 and 8 book on the Stock Theft Act.
Participation is free for FSA members, while non-members pay a fee of R250.

Workshops will be held in the following towns and the necessary information will be distributed by the regional safety
representative:

Welkom – 3 September 2025
Bloemfontein – 10 September 2025
Trompsburg – 17 September 2025
Harrismith – 23 September 2025

Illegal hunting with dogs
A theme that is increasingly being requested to be discussed during workshops is illegal hunting with dogs. The issue
poses a growing safety risk on farms. Rural Safety Coordinators of the SAPS are also requested to be part of the
workshops where farmers and police members are informed by the SAPS Legal Services and FSA on how to address this
crime more effectively.

Farmers’ rights during confrontations
Another sensitive but essential issue addressed during the workshops is farmers’ rights when confronted with criminals
on their farms. Especially the situation where a farmer is alone and is faced with a group of trespassers.

Enquiries regarding the workshops can be directed to Dr Jane Buys at: jane@vslandbou.co.za  

RURAL SAFETY
Safety and stock theft workshops in the Free State
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Farmers are reminded that the lead-up to the fire season has already begun. This also means that veld fires can be
started intentionally.

The trend has already emerged in the border area of ​​Boesmanskop, Wepener and Vanstadensrus since June 2025. It is
understandable that the farmer's first priority is to fight the fire, but it is also necessary to inform the local SAPS of
intentional property damage and report a case. Farmers can also report the incident to the local SAPS through their
Fire Officers by obtaining a VB registration number and then making an A1 statement.

RURAL SAFETY (continued)
Wildfires & malicious damage to property

A letter from the SAPS Legal Services (Adv du Preez) was recently sent to all SAPS stations with guidelines regarding
biosecurity, especially the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease and how the SAPS should address stray animals.

Farming communities are requested to please also raise this aspect during monthly priority committee meetings with
their local SAPS. Pressure is once again being placed on all municipalities to establish the necessary impoundments
and by-laws, with fine lists to address this type of crime.

SANRAL has established a ‘Stray animal Task Team’ in all the Free State districts under the RIMS platform. In the Fezile
Dabe district, Peet Swanepoel is the chairman and in the Mangaung district, Christo Doman. From these task teams,
pressure is also being applied on municipalities to establish the necessary impoundments, by-laws and fine lists.

Stray animals in road reserves

AgriSecuritas applications for safety funding have opened. Farmer associations in need of safety equipment can
contact Jane Buys at the FSA office to obtain the application form and the necessary procedures to submit an
application.

Applications must be submitted to the FSA offices before 24 October 2025.

Enquiries can be directed to jane@vslandbou.co.za 

Agri Securitas applications now open
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Moladora ruling regarding grazing rights

Following the Constitutional Court’s ruling in the Moladora case (1 August 2025), Free State Agriculture advises
farmers to draw up written agreements with all workers and residents who keep livestock on their farms, as well as
to prevent “tacit consent” from becoming legal under the Esta Act.

Click here to see the implications and recommendations for landowners, as drawn up by Agri SA.

Enquiries regarding grazing rights can be directed to Gernie Botha at gernie@vslandbou.co.za  

Farming communities should note that there has been an increase in the theft of cables, solar panels and pumps from
farms over the past 3 months. In certain areas, Eskom transformers are also being targeted from farms. This type of
crime is highly organised and is being operated as such.

Farmers are requested to report such incidents to their safety representatives. This helps to identify trends and
patterns and to make requests to SAPS specialist units to investigate the syndicates and groupings involved. Please
note: this crime is registered on the MAS system under the code “Theft General”.

Cable and solar panel theft on the rise

RURAL SAFETY (continued)

Free State Agriculture (FSA) is in discussions with role players to further expand the successful, nationally recognised
PALS model in the Free State. The Maluti PALS project, which is supported by VKB, is already showing good results in
the Eastern Free State.

The expansion focuses particularly on irrigation areas, with the aim of making unused state land with water rights
productive again. Last year, the Department of Agriculture and Land Affairs had to pay approximately R70 million to
the Department of Water Affairs for arrears in water bills on state land – a clear indication of the problem.

Farmers interested in farming with new emerging farmers or on under-utilised state land can contact
jack@vslandbou.co.za.

For these PALS grassroots projects, corporate support is of great importance, and companies are strongly
encouraged to support them as part of their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).

AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT

More PALS (Partners in Agricultural Land Solutions) bases discussed 
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Foot-and-Mouth Disease complicated by stray animals
More cases of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) have been reported along the Free State’s northern borders, as well as in
and around the Kroonstad commonages. Dr Jack Armour, Commercial Manager of Free State Agriculture (FSA), says
members are particularly concerned that stray animals could spread the disease further. The Rural Security Committee
has already sent out a voice message on the steps that farmers should follow if they notice stray animals. It is
particularly important that stray animals are reported immediately to the local police station.

Dr Armour further says that vaccination is unfortunately not a short-term solution for Free State farmers, as it is
currently only allowed to be administered by state veterinarians in red/buffer zones and northern Kwa-Zulu Natal and
in herds where positive cases have been confirmed. Farmers are therefore strongly encouraged to focus on their own
biosecurity instead.

“The SAPS does not have the capacity for roadblocks on all routes, but is aware of the situation and is investigating
suspicious vehicles. Local agricultural associations should help report such cases.”

Free State Agriculture is actively involved in both the provincial and national JOC structures to ensure developments,
solutions and feedback to members.

COMMERCIAL

There is evidence that buyers and consumers pay a premium to farmers who can demonstrate that they are part of an
approved traceability system, apply strict biosecurity measures on their farms and can show the necessary veterinary
approvals.

An example of this is the BTH Platinum Status of compliance, which focuses on biosecurity, traceability and Animal
Health. This requires, among other things:

Full traceability, linked to the RMIS system, with GS1 “Global Location Numbers” for each production unit.
Individual identification of each calf with an ICAR-approved RFID ear tag.
Adherence to biosecurity protocols and conditions required for export purposes.

For traceability, Free State Agriculture's AIMS ear tags offer a practical solution:
Visual ear tags with QR codes: from R10.10 per set for cattle and R7.25 per set for sheep.
Full EID (RFID) electronic ear tags: R25.60 per set for cattle and R24.30 for sheep.

👉 Register: https://aims.vslandbou.co.za/ 

In the meantime, Free State Agriculture has suggested to RMIS that pressure be applied to urgently update the AIDA
branding database. This is especially important for farmers who have inherited their branding or no longer have the
original certificate. If your contact details are not updated, livestock that are lost or found cannot be easily linked back
to you. These updates can be handled by the RPO office.

Traceability vs Biosecurity

https://aims.vslandbou.co.za/


Pilot project for rural roads to kick off in Free State
After years of sustained engagement with SANRAL and Infrastructure SA, delegates from AgriSA and AgBiz met with the
Ministers of Agriculture and Public Works to bring the roads crisis back to the fore and get the process moving.

FSA also recently participated in a national roads meeting between AgriSA, AgBiz and Infrastructure SA, where it was
decided that the Free State would be used as a pilot project to improve the state of roads infrastructure through major
national projects..

Although the focus of the meeting was more on rural tarred roads, FSA strongly emphasized that there is a need for
concrete action on the systems that affect the maintenance of especially gravel roads and the Lesotho border roads.
This includes:

the availability of road graders,
adequate staffing,
maintenance of the yellow fleet, and
effective monitoring.

FSA also referred again to the Memorandum on Roads, which was handed over to the MEC and points out the systemic
problems in the department. During the annual congress, Francois Wilken, president of FSA, put it this way: “We are
done just pushing people to the table. We are now going to push them to the road!”

COMMERCIAL

NATURAL RESOURCES

Free State Agriculture has been informed that farmers in the Arlington area have received letters requesting them to
demolish their dams as they are not registered with the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS). This applies even
to dams that are only used for livestock watering and therefore should actually be permitted under general
authorisation. (See https://ewulaas.dws.gov.za/ewulaas/WUA.aspx )

When agricultural land with irrigation rights is sold or transferred outside an irrigation scheme (water user association),
the water rights are not automatically transferred with the land by the transfer attorney. The new owner must
themselves: 

submit a copy of the new title deed,
together with the previous water account,
to DWS (preferably in person), and
request that future accounts be registered in his/her name and contact details

If this is not done, the old accounts can accumulate and the new owner then runs the risk of receiving a large arrears
amount when DWS appoints debt collectors or even losing his/her water rights.

Transfer of water rights and dam registrations

https://ewulaas.dws.gov.za/ewulaas/WUA.aspx)


Department of Labour inspections

LABOUR

Labour inspectors of the Department of Employment and Labour periodically conduct workplace inspections to
determine compliance with labour legislation. These inspectors are appointed in terms of Section 63(1) of the Basic
Conditions of Employment Act (BCEA) and are authorised to monitor and enforce, among others, the following
legislation:

Basic Conditions of Employment Act, 75 of 1997
National Minimum Wage Act (NMWA), 9 of 2018
Compensation for Occupational Injuries and Diseases Act (COIDA), 130 of 1993•
Employment Equity Act (EEA), 55 of 1998
Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA), 85 of 1993
Unemployment Insurance Act (UIA), 30 of 1996

In terms of Section 65(1) of the BCEA, a labour inspector may enter any workplace, excluding private residences,
without a warrant or prior notice during reasonable hours to enforce compliance with labour laws. Employers are
legally obliged to cooperate with inspectors and assist them in the performance of their duties.

See the full article by SEESA here. 

In South African labour law, misconduct outside of work can lead to disciplinary action, especially when it:

Harms the employer's reputation
Involves senior managers or visible staff
Undermines trust in the workplace

Even personal conduct, when public and harmful, can warrant disciplinary measures of due process.

Feel free to read the full article by SEESA here. 

Off-duty misconduct - When can disciplinary action be justified?
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Support our service providers and business partners

Membership fees now payable monthly

MEMBERSHIP

Free State Agriculture would like to inform members that membership fees are now also payable monthly.

The requirement for monthly payment of membership fees is that a debit order must be signed. There is an
administrative fee applicable to monthly payments. The payment of annual membership fees (once-off) is still
available as an option.

📌 For further enquiries, please contact Ms Cynthia Troost, membership officer, at cynthia@vslandbou.co.za

Young farmer of the Year2025

YOUNG FARMERS

Congratulations to Tienie Prinsloo of Hoopstad, who was named
Free State Agriculture’s 2025 Young Farmer of the Year on 6 August.

Tienie is a humble leader, who firmly believes in making a difference
in his community and going the extra mile to help. He is currently
the chairperson of the Hoopstad Agricultural Society, a member of
Grain SA and is a director of the Hoopstad Sport Academy.

As provincial winner, he will represent the Free State in the Toyota
SA/Agri SA competition, where the national winner will be
announced in November.

F.l.t.r: Brendan Jacobs (Standard Bank,)
Annelien & Tienie Prinsloo, Annalie Lerm

(Toyota SA)
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