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As the frosty grip of winter fades,
The farm awakens from its slumber,
Spring arrives in a grand parade,
And the fields are filled with wonder.

The air is sweet with fragrant blooms,
And the trees burst forth with green,
The birds sing out their joyful tunes,
And the sun shines bright and serene.

The cows graze contentedly on the grass,
And the horses frolic in the meadow,
The pigs roll in the mud with sass,
And the chickens cluck and crow.

The soil is tilled and seeds are sown,
In anticipation of the harvest to come,
The farmers work from dawn till dawn,
Their labor a testament to their love.

The beauty of spring on the farm,
Is a sight to behold and cherish,
A reminder of nature's gentle charm,
And the cycles that never perish.

May we always honor and respect,
The land that sustains us all,
And may spring on the farm connect,
Us with the earth's bountiful call.

(By: Kristina Snyder)

Springtime on the farm
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6 Safety workshops were presented by FSA's Rural Safety Committee in the Free State from 19 August to 23 September
2025. SAPS members were also involved in some of the workshops and 87 safety representatives and sector leaders
were trained.

A stock theft workshop for emerging farmers was presented by FSA at Thaba-Nchu / Selosesha where 79 farmers were
trained in collaboration with Mr Mohapi, civil secretariat of the Dept. Community Policing, Roads and Transport.

Furthermore, the farming community of Arlington requested that a workshop on illegal hunting with dogs be
presented. Farmers and SAPS members received training on 16 September 2025.

Enquiries regarding workshops can be directed to Dr Jane Buys at jane@vslandbou.co.za  

RURAL SAFETY
Safety and stock theft workshops in the Free State

Dr Jane Buys of Free State Agriculture attended a provincial Stock Theft Forum meeting in Bloemfontein on 16
September where, among other things, challenges regarding criminal cases in courts, burden of proof, investigation of
cases, etc. were highlighted to the SAPS and National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) for the necessary action.

Serious intervention was also requested with the impassable Lesotho border road, which gives rise to cross-border
crimes.

Stray animals that cause major problems in road reserves and result in car accidents, due to shortcomings in local
government (municipalities) regarding impoundments, by-laws and fines that are not enforced and which can lead to
the further spread of Foot and Mouth Disease, were also identified to be addressed by SAPS, municipalities and NPA.

 Provincial Stock Theft Forum meeting

Free State Agriculture (FSA) attended a consultation meeting with border farmers in the Wepener and
Boesmanskop/Zastron areas on 29 September 2025 where the rehabilitation of the RSA/Lesotho border road was
discussed.

However, the farmers unanimously objected to a drivable border road and instead requested that the existing access
routes to the border be better maintained for emergencies, and that modern technology be made available to give
them an edge against criminals.  Read more.

 RSA/ Lesotho border
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Farmers who are complainants in stock theft cases can claim damages in court against accused persons who are found
guilty.

Before sentencing, the farmer must indicate to the prosecutor that he wants damages in terms of section 15 of the
Stock Theft Act, read with section 300 of the Criminal Procedure Act, for the financial loss he has suffered as a result of
the crime.

The magistrate will take this into account when sentencing, and where the accused is unable to pay, a heavier sentence
may be imposed.

RURAL SAFETY (continued)
Farmers can claim damages after livestock theft

A letter from the SAPS Legal Services (Adv du Preez) was recently sent to all SAPS stations with guidelines regarding
biosecurity, especially the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease and how the SAPS should address stray animals.

Farming communities are requested to please also raise this aspect during monthly priority committee meetings with
their local SAPS. Pressure is once again being placed on all municipalities to establish the necessary impoundments
and by-laws, with fine lists to address this type of crime.

SANRAL has established a ‘Stray animal Task Team’ in all the Free State districts under the RIMS platform. In the Fezile
Dabe district, Peet Swanepoel is the chairman and in the Mangaung district, Christo Doman. From these task teams,
pressure is also being applied on municipalities to establish the necessary impoundments, by-laws and fine lists.

Stray animals in road reserves

AgriSecuritas applications for safety funding have opened. Farmer associations in need of safety equipment can
contact Dr Jane Buys at the FSA office to obtain the application form and the necessary procedures to submit an
application.

Applications must be submitted to the FSA offices before 24 October 2025.

Enquiries can be directed to jane@vslandbou.co.za 

Agri Securitas applications now open

mailto:jane@vslandbou.co.za


COMMERCIAL

More than 600 people, including 8 agricultural associations and commonage farmers’ groups, recently received
training in basic fire prevention and control.

Free State Agriculture (FSA) has successfully concluded the Fire Prevention training, made possible by the FNB
Foundation, which made funds available via the Agri Relief Foundation of AgriSA.

Free State Agriculture attends the Free State BKS JOC meetings weekly. By the end of September, 30 positive FMD
cases had been confirmed across 6 separate areas across 5 municipalities. On 26 September, it was reported that the
virus had spread to only 2 areas in the previous week, with only 1 new case. Meanwhile, on 3 October, 4 new cases were
reported in 3 areas, bringing the total number of positive cases to 38, since the first positive case in July 2025.

The state veterinarian is of the opinion that the disease is currently reasonably under control, but he states that it is
concerning that some livestock farmers are still not applying any biosecurity on their farms. It is also a great concern
that there are rumours that farmers are not required to report, despite it being illegal. This will cause the problem to
take longer to resolve in an area. Farmers who move livestock out of a quarantine area can be charged in terms of the
Animal Diseases Act, Act 35 of 1984.

There is further concern among members that communal farmers are not informed and pose a risk to neighboring
farmers – especially with regard to stray animals. AFASA, as well as the departmental extension officers, have informed
commonage farmers about the dangers of FMD and how to identify it & their obligation to report it. If commonage
farmers appear to be uninformed, FSA suggests that the agricultural association convene a meeting with the farmers as
well as the state veterinarian and draw up a joint biosecurity agreement to protect the area, thereby opening channels
of communication and cooperation preventively.

Foot-and-mouth disease

Nersa initially indicated a tariff increase of 12.7%, but the actual impact on farmers is significantly higher due to the
new unbundled pricing structure and the updated time-of-use schedule. This affects small farmers, irrigation farmers
and intensive livestock farmers disproportionately.

AgriSA has already held discussions with Eskom and will now also engage Nersa to bring to their attention the serious
consequences of the current tariff model.

Free State Agriculture is concerned that the current tariff increases and structures pose a direct threat to agricultural
sustainability and will insist that farmers’ interests are taken into account in all policy decisions.

Real impact of Nersa's tariff increase

601 farmers receive fire training



Pest control operator training

COMMERCIAL (continued)

Pest Control Operator Registration has been legally mandatory since 14 August 2023 and remains in force. On 18 July
2025, AgriSA had a constructive meeting with the Registrar on Pest Control Operator (PCO) registration. The
department will apply the regulation, but with leniency while the sector adapts. Commodity organisations are
encouraged to offer training. A structured committee has been formed to liaise with the Registrar from now on, and
AgriSA – with the involvement of Free State Agriculture – is represented on it. AgriSA confirms that the regulations have
valid reasons and encourages compliance.

Free State Agriculture has agreed with i3A to offer the required PCO theory course for members who are not
affiliated with GrainSA or PotatoSA, at a rate of R1 000 online. Farmers/agricultural associations who are interested
can send the necessary details to 071 672 0271 so that FSA can invoice them. Upon payment, FSA will provide the i3A
link to do the course. The course includes the formal training and an overview of the application process at the
Department.

The application to the Department itself costs approximately R4 000, which the farmer has to pay directly to the
Department. Rumour has it that the Department is behind in processing the PCO licence applications. FSA has taken up
the matter with the committee that liaises with the Registrar, as well as the unfair license fee of R4 000 which is
unaffordable for small farmers.

Any enquiries can be directed to Dr Jack Armour at jack@vslandbou.co.za

“After one third of the government’s financial year, the available
project funds have already been used. What remains is mainly used for
the Department’s bloated staff structure,” says Francois Wilken,
President of Free State Agriculture (FSA).

He stresses that farmers are still hoping that future budgets will create
space for the appointment of essential lower-level workers such as
pick-and-digger teams and road grader operators as these positions  
can make a direct difference to road maintenance at ground level.

Read the full statement here.

Road repair funds dry up
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Farmers should take note of recent developments regarding land reform and legislation:

·Expropriation Act - although promulgated are still awaiting regulations before the act can be implemented and
hence the commencement date is not yet known
·Moladora Trust - Report and implications conveyed to affiliated members. In short, a written agreements between
landowners and tenants is crucial that terminates with the term employment contract.
·An Equitable Access to Land Bill is Pending - Government aims to make it available for public comment by the end
of 2025 and tabled in Parliament by Aug 2026. It aims to provide security of land tenure to communities in
community areas and replace old apartheid legislation
·A Constitutional Amendment to Section 25 was again submitted to parliament and opposition immediately made by
AgriSA. 

The Equitable Access to Land Bill and the Communal Land Tenure and Administration Bill, to be introduced by the
Department of Land Reform and Rural Development, are intend to serve as key mechanisms to address the
Constitutional imperatives set out in sections 25(5) and 25(6), respectively, the legislative framework on access to land.

AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership fees now payable monthly

Free State Agriculture would like to inform members that membership fees are now also payable monthly.

The requirement for monthly payment of membership fees is that a debit order must be signed. There is an
administrative fee applicable to monthly payments. The payment of annual membership fees (once-off) is still
available as an option.

📌 For further inquiries, please contact Ms Cynthia Troost, membership officer cynthia@vslandbou.co.za
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Support our service providers and business partners

Members qualify to receive discounts from the following service providers:

Insurance
www.kingprice.co.za

Legal Advice: Labour Law for the
Agricultural Sector; Unemployment
Insurance Fund; Occupational Health &
Safety; Black Economic Empowerment
www.seesa.co.za

Lubrication & Oil (Castrol Brand)
sales.bloem@salubedist.co.za

Coida Labor Consultant
support@workaccident.co.za

Water storage
www.waterbladders.co.za

www.vrystaatlandbou.co.za
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