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RURUAL SAFETY

Safety tips for the festive season

With an increase in farm attacks and property-related crimes in the run-up to the festive season, farmers are urged to
thoroughly re-evaluate their safety networks. Use the safety checklist that focuses on five core areas:

e Effective communication;

e Security in and around the home (home and hearth protection);

e Relationship with workers and/or residents on farms (effective access control);
e Information liaison and engagement in your geographical area;

e Integrationinto a Contingency and Safety Plan or system in your area.

Communication Access control

Put up AgriSA protocol
signs at farm entrances.
e Use remote-controlled

gates and clear hiding
places near the house.

e  Have strangers clearly
identify themselves.
Preferably, do not allow
unemployed people to lie

e Use radios and join local
radio networks.
e  Join WhatsApp safety
groups and utilize
alarms/camera systems.
e Keep an extra cell phone
in a strategic location,
always charged and with

tracking on :
around idle.
Workers and residents Home and yard security.
o Workers must report suspicious e Ensure strong gates, locks, burglar bars and
persons/vehicles. good key managelment. ‘
. Keep proper records of workers and e Pay attention to your dogs' behavior when

you come home.

residents; conduct background and
Lock away dangerous tools and ladders

criminal checks.
e Do not employ illegal immigrants or deal in
cash.



RURAL SAFETY

Safety tips for the festive season (continued)

Participation in safety plans Information sharing and
engagement
e Actively engage with local safety structures and attend meetings.
e Participate in patrols and at least two exercises per year. . Regularly report
e Keep emergency numbers handy and activate the safety plan immediately suspicious movements to
when any trouble is noticed. safety coordinators or
the SAPS

Stay within the law when threats occur!

The FSA Rural Safety Committee reminds farmers to act with caution and in accordance with the law if threats are
received that could indicate serious physical harm — whether by SMS, calls, verbally or on social media.
The following steps are recommended:
1. Threats of physical violence
If a farmer believes that someone wants to cause serious harm, a charge of Assault (ETB) can be opened at the nearest
police station.
This charge falls under the Criminal Procedure Act 51 of 1977, section 4(3)(a) and (b), and must be investigated by the
SAPS. This can even lead to immediate arrest without a warrant.
2. Threats on social media
If threats are made on platforms such as WhatsApp, Facebook or other social media, the person can be charged under
the Cybercrimes Act 19 of 2020, sections 14 and 15.
3. Conspiracy or planned violence
Where there are signs that two or more persons are conspiring to commit a crime, this may fall under the Riotous
Assemblies Act 17 of 1956, section 18.
4. Protection order
If the identity of the person making the threats is known, farmers can apply for a protection order in terms of the
Protection from Harassment Act 17 of 2011.
Itis recommended that an attorney assist with this. Note: the court decides on bail.
Important: Do not break the law yourself
Do not “take law into your own hands”. Stay within the framework of the law when taking action against crime.
If a matter does not receive the necessary attention, farmers can contact the following persons:
e Their local Farmers' Association safety representative
e VS regional safety representative
e |sabel Kruger or Dr. Jane Buys
e Any member of VS's Rural Safety Committee

Always follow the official service channels within the SAPS: first station level > then district level » and finally provincial
level.
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RURAL SAFETY

Livestock theft patterns are changing: Farmers are warned to be vigilant

The latest livestock theft figures in the Free State, as discussed during the police priority committee meeting, show
that some districts are showing a small decrease in livestock theft and even reporting fewer cases. However, other
districts, such as Fezile Dabi bordering Gauteng, are experiencing an increase.

There is also an improvement in arrests and strict sentences in livestock theft cases. This is likely related to the NPA’s
focus project on livestock theft — a crime they consider to be the Free State’s top priority — as well as recent national
training sessions in which Isabel Kruger participated. It also looks positive that the Free State may be able to offer
training for state prosecutors on livestock theft in 2026.

Current patterns show that large quantities of livestock are being stolen at one time. In some cases, up to 100 sheep
have been taken at one time, some of which have been recovered. This type of large theft sometimes indicates “theft
on demand” by groups or “societies” seeking meat for their members.

Farmers are advised to contact a polygraph examiner where large-scale livestock theft is occurring to determine
whether information is possibly being leaked from within the farm. Members can also contact the Free State
Agriculture Rural Safety Committee for support.

Stray animals in road reserves

Sanral has appointed task teams on stray animals in all districts of the
Free State. In the Mangaung district, Christo Doman is the vice-chairman
of the task team.

It is important that farmers and road users bring all stray animals to the
attention of the SAPS by obtaining an Incident Book entry from the
police, with the square reference and photo of the animals. This must
also include the time and date.

Farmers can then pass this on to their safety representative, who in turn
can pass it on to the regional safety representative of FSA.

There is contact with the Sanral Task Teams in all districts that meet
quarterly and whose aim is to get the Municipalities to establish
impoundments.



COMMERCIAL

Eskom & Nersa discussion

Free State Agriculture met with ESKOM Central Region on 14 November where problems with service delivery, late
payment of fire claims, meter readers and new smart meters were discussed, among other things. Feedback was also
given on pending matters of members reported to ESKOM by FSA.

Matters such as Rura-Flex increases which are much more than the allowable increase allowed by NERSA are a national
problem that AgriSA is dealing with. AgriSA has collected accounts from farmers via the provinces and commodities
and will process the data to show the actual increase over time and submit it to ESKOM National.

R100Mil Budgeted, Only R17 Mil Spent: FSA Demands Answers on Road Crisis

The chairperson of the Free State Legislature, David van Vuuren, compiled a list
of questions from the memorandum that Free State Agriculture had already
handed over to the MEC in February and forwarded the answers to FSA.
Although figures and statistics were forwarded, the systemic problems - e.g. a
plan for the appointment of new road grader operators within the department -
were not touched on at all. The biggest concern is that of the R100mil budgeted
for the re-gravelling of roads, only R17mil was spent due to court cases
between the state and the emerging contractors appointed to do the re-
gravelling. FSA will raise the issue in the legislature.

FSA supports the AgriSA-AgBiz project with InfrastructureSA to address main
routes, and will continue to push the issues about the dirt roads themselves
and hold the state accountable. The farmers cannot and will not continue to
pay for the maintenance of dirt roads themselves.

AIMS ear tags
We remind farmers that AIMS ear tags are available to order online from Free State
® Agriculture or by catalogue via WhatsApp at 071 672 0271.
mﬂn!,mgﬂ These tags, together with ID-Scan or similar biometric systems, assist with livestock
4 ‘25 security and the detection of stolen animals.

Enquiries can be directed to jack@vslandbou.co.za
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Locust reporting

Free State Agriculture is making a serious appeal to agricultural
associations along the southern and western borders to urgently appoint
a locust representative. An application must also be made to the Dept.
Agriculture in De Aar to register as a District Locust Officer (DLO) and to be
on the state database to be paid if you are sent out to take teams out to
spray. Training will soon be offered again on the handling and calibration
of the locust poisons provided by the state.

Enquiries can be directed to jack@vslandbou.co.za

Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD)

FMD remains our biggest threat at the moment.

Free State Agriculture, RPO and AFASA receive feedback from the state veterinarians at the weekly JOC meeting on
Fridays and also submit our concerns and questions from members.

On 21 November, 15 new cases were reported, bringing the total to 106 positive tested cases across 11 areas in the Free
State.

FSA also communicates directly with RMIS.

Confirmed cases of Rift Valley Fever as well as Anthrax have broken out in neighbouring provinces. FSA therefore
encourages our members to administer the necessary vaccines and take measures.
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AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

Agricultural skills: Training out of touch with real needs

A major concern in the agricultural sector is the lack of relevant, practical training - from grassroots level to university
level. This affects schoolchildren, students, farmers, farm workers and prospective farmers. More than 40% of school
leavers do not matriculate, and as a result have no useful skills to find work.

A commissioner of the National Minimum Wage Board recently warned:
“The sector must take control of its own training needs. We cannot continue to train people for jobs that do not exist. The
problem is a lack of alignment with the real needs of the sector.”

Free State Agriculture (FSA) is seeing the same trend: increasingly more agricultural graduates with theory, but no
practical experience. The Fauresmith Farmers’ Association has even made a request for a training programme for the
children of farm workers who return to the farm after school, but have no practical skills. There is a huge shortage of
tradespeople such as welders, electrical and mechanical technicians, turners, plumbers and other craftsmen - while
many agricultural technical schools have since closed. There is also an urgent need for management and facilitation
skills to better manage common land.

Initiatives to fill the skills gap

Several new programmes have recently emerged:

¢ i3A launched their first private B.Agric degree (NQF 7) on 24 November.

e Free State Agricultural College held an open day on 29 November.

e Amos Agri Ministries is opening the Amos Academy to train future agricultural leaders in “soft skills”. They already
offer the GF4GF gap year programme near Tweeling.

e The Future Farmer Foundation remains an anchor for practical farm work opportunities.

e The Tjhebelope Institute of Agriculture has a practical training farm and takes students on farming tours to learn
from successful farmers.

FSA is calling on agribusinesses and agricultural service providers to take on more internships and apprentices - such
as Arlington Steelworks, which can accommodate up to 12 apprentices at a time. SA Truck Bodies also has an excellent
internship programme.

FSA’s Dr. Jack Armour recently met with Glen Agricultural College’s acting principal, Christi Swarts, who has already
made great progress in stabilising the college and re-focusing practical skills. A comprehensive report on this was
presented to MEC Rockman during a meeting on 4 November.
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MEMBERS

Free State Agriculture would like to inform you that membership fees are now also payable monthly.

The requirement for monthly payment of membership fees is that a debit order must be signed. An administrative fee
applies to monthly payments. The payment of annual membership fees (once-off) is still available as an option.

# For further enquiries, please contact Ms Cynthia Troost, membership officer, at cynthia@vslandbou.co.za

FSA members qualify to receive discounts from the following service providers:

I
* S==SA
Sling'Price —— -
INSURANCE Legal Advice: Labour Law for the
e R S Agricultural Sector; Unemployment
i A;E‘ j Insurance Fund; Occupational Health &

Safety; Black Economic Empowerment
www.seesa.co.za

Insurance

www.kingprice.co.za

DELIVERING WITH PASSION © R —

Coida Labor Consultant

Lubrication & Oil (Castrol Brand)
support@workaccident.co.za

sales.bloem@salubedist.co.za

Water
Bladders

Water storage
www.waterbladders.co.za

Support our service providers & business partners
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